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On the magical 
mystery trail of the 
real Merlin

Dumbarton Rock in late 6th century
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Merlin the wizard is known 
throughout the world. 
His name has been 
handed down through 

the centuries by generations of 
storytellers each putting their own 
spin on old tales of adventure and 
wonder.

But, as is often the case with folklore, 
there is more than a grain of truth to 
it all. Now everyone has a chance 
to separate fact from fiction by 
following in the footsteps of a legend 
to discover the real man behind the 
myth.
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A major new trail across the south 
of Scotland aims to help uncover 
the authentic story of the man called 
Merlin who belonged to a noble 
family during the Dark Ages.

Made up of four weekend sections 
which can be walked or driven, the 
trails each have different themes 
covering more than 30 sites across 
Dumfries & Galloway and the 
Scottish Borders, and stretching to 
East Lothian and the Central Belt.

The route has been developed by the 
Arthur Trail Association to encourage 
visitors to learn more about a man 
of learning and one of the last great 
Druids of Scotland.

The Trail

Merelin by Gustav Doré
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Mungo blessing Merlin
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A round house
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Although his story has been 
embellished over the centuries, and 
his name forever wrongly associated 
with the legend of Arthur, the truth is 
no less fascinating.

“In reality Arthur and Merlin never 
met. They could never have known 
about each other because they were 
born about two generations apart,” 
said Robin Crichton of the Arthur Trail 
Association.

“Merlin lived the earlier part of his 
life just outside Gretna and he was a 
member of a very rich and powerful 
clan that ruled from Annan down to 
Yorkshire. He was head of a fertility 
cult which attracted people from all 
over Britain. 
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“He was of royal blood, his cousin 
was the chief and he lived a life of 
extreme luxury wanting for nothing.”

Unfortunately Merlin’s life changed 
when the Angles cross the River 
Humber and started forcing out the 
clans in the north of England.

Dispossessed of their lands the 
northern tribes turned to raiding 
the south of Scotland in search of 
plunder. These raids resulted in the 
Battle of Arthuret in 573AD in which 
Merlin’s clan was almost completely 
wiped out.

“Merlin was left traumatised by the 
massacre which went on for six 
weeks and he fled into the dense 
Caledonian forest where he lived for 
about 10 years in a cave at Hartfell 
near Moffat,” said Mr Crichton.

“Around this time the Chief of 
Strathclyde took advantage of 
the power vacuum created by the 
demise of Merlin’s clan and saw 
it as a opportunity to introduce 
Christianity. He sent for St Mungo 
who came up from Wales with a 
couple of hundred monks and they 
based themselves at Hoddam, the 
centre of the diocese of Glasgow.”

Merlin, as a druid, represented a 
major political threat as a leader of 
the old religion and was forced to 
remain an outcast until his death at 

the hands of gang of ruffians. The 
real Merlin is buried in a  field near 
Drumelzier.

“We have designed this Merlin Trail 
so that visitors take on the role of 
detective, discovering a little-known 
period of cultural and historical 
heritage,” said Mr Crichton.

“I hope the worldwide fascination 
with Merlin will inspire a significant 
increase in visitors to this magical 
part of Scotland with its unique 
cultural heritage.”

The launch of the trail coincides with 
the opening of a new permanent 
exhibition at Moffat Museum, which 

Cavalry patrol

Merlin in the forest
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will offer insights into how people 
lived during a little-known but 
dramatic and dynamic period.

“Scotland’s history and culture is 
one of the top reasons for visiting 
Scotland. The creation of a new 
Merlin Trail across the south 
of Scotland offers visitors the 
opportunity to delve into the past 
and discover more about the real 
man behind the legend of Merlin, 
at the same time as enjoying the 
great outdoors and the magnificent 
scenery on offer in the region,” said 
Paula Ward, VisitScotland Regional 
Leadership Director.

“Information boards, informative 
walks and the website make it easy 
for visitors to include part of the 
Merlin Trail on their holiday or short 
break to Dumfries & Galloway, as well 
as recognising the growing interest in 
Scotland’s history and heritage.”

For more information on the Merlin 
Trail and accompanying book, visit 
www.merlintrail.com

Merlin’s cave

Scene of Merlin’s assassination on the Tweed
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A study 
in tartan
Most people looking to 

create a new tartan that 
might appeal to more 
than the usual lovers of all 

things Scottish would probably be 
clueless as to where to start.

But, when you are the great-great 
step granddaughter of one of 
Scotland’s most celebrated authors 
and creator of the greatest detective 
in history the solution is elementary.

Sherlock Holmes, the world-famous 
fictional detective, has become the 
first literary character to have his 
own tartan approved by the Scottish 
Register of Tartans.

Holmes was created by Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle who was born in 
Edinburgh and gained his medical 
degree from Edinburgh University. 
A bronze Sherlock Holmes statue 
stands outside the author’s 
childhood home on Picardy Place 
commemorating his birth in 1859.

Now, 159 years later, a Conan Doyle 
descendant has highlighted these 
Scottish links through creation of a 
uniquely Scottish textile for his most 
famous character. Photo by Jonathan Oldenbuck

Sherlock Holmes statue in Picardy Place, Edinburgh
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Harry Chamberlain and designer Tania Henzell
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Rather than a study in scarlet 
the Sherlock Holmes tartan is 
predominately green and blue – 
reflecting Conan Doyle’s Irish and 
Scottish heritage – highlighted by 
a lighter blue line to represent the 
Reichenbach Falls, and a yellow line 
to represent the deductive clarity of 
Sherlock.

It was designed by Tania Henzell, a 
great-great step granddaughter of 
the author, who worked with weavers 
the House of Edgar to finalise the 
design and have it registered.

“Tartan has great design appeal, 
and it was a fascinating experience 
coming up with a pattern that reflects 
who Conan Doyle was as well as 
tying in elements that are entirely 
Sherlock,” said Tania, 51, who is 
based in Edinburgh.

“I was very fond of my step great 
grandmother Jean, who was Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle’s youngest 
daughter, so creating the tartan 
has been quite an emotional and 
nostalgic process, but also very 
rewarding.

“My background is also in fashion 
design so I’m thrilled to be able to 
use my knowledge to create this 
unique family tartan.”

Sherlock Holmes has a distinctive 
style, which owes much to early 
cinema portrayals. Actor Basil 
Rathbone is often considered the 
quintessential Holmes, playing 
the detective in a string of classic 
movies, starting with the Hound 
of the Baskervilles in 1939 and 
continuing throughout the 1940s.

The deerstalker cap and Inverness 
cape became so iconic of Holmes 
that even television’s most recent 
interpretation of the character, played 
by Benedict Cumberbatch makes 
ironic reference to the headwear.

The new tartan is not only being 
used for deerstalkers and capes but 
also ties, cushions, cummerbunds, 
handbags, waistcoats and trews - all 
produced in the new wool fabric. It 
is perfect for sleuthing on the moors, 

Hooded cape

Basil Rathbone as Sherlock Holmes
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Tie Waistcoat

Bags Cummerbund

Pillowbox hat Pillowbox hat
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uncovering grisly deeds in stately 
homes or whiling away an evening in 
a Baker Street apartment.

“The response so far has been 
fantastic,” said Tania. “I can see it 
being of great interest to lovers of 
tartan and the many thousands of 
dedicated Sherlockians, whether they 
are in Britain, America, China, Japan, 
Russia, Australia or elsewhere.”

Throughout the world there is a 
thriving fandom culture of Sherlock 
Holmes enthusiasts who revel in 
the description of being called 
Sherlockian or Holmesian devotees.

Indeed, Sherlock Holmes enthusiasts 
are usually credited with starting 
the whole fandom concept. When 
Conan Doyle tried to stop writing his 
detective stories by pushing Holmes 
off  the edge of Reichenbach Falls he 
caused an outpouring of public grief.

Perfectly sane people started 
wearing black armbands, holding 
demonstrations and  even writing 
obituaries to the fictional character in 
newspapers. Readers of the Strand 
Magazine, which first published the 
Holmes stories, bombarded the 
editor with complaints and many 
even cancelled their subscriptions in 
anger.

Such was the outcry that Conan 
Doyle was forced to resurrect the 
great detective. Since then Holmes 
has appeared in countless spin-offs, 
radio adaptions, television shows 
and movies.

The first known cinematic 
appearance of Holmes was around 
1900 in a 30-second long silent 
movie intended to be viewed through 
a hand-cranked peep-show machine. 
Titled ‘Sherlock Holmes Baffled’ it 
has no discernible plot but some 
pretty nifty special effects for the day.

Since then, according to Guinness 
World Records, Holmes has gone on 
to become the character most played 
on the large and small screen, often 
by big name actors such as Basil 
Rathbone, Michael Caine, Robert 
Downey Jr, Ian McKellen and more 

Sherlock Holmes - The Man with the Twisted Lip
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lately by Benedict Cumberbatch.

Throughout the world fan clubs and 
societies have sprung up in Holmes’ 
name, the most elite of which is 
probably the Baker Street Irregulars 
formed in New York in 1934. Some 
of the past and present invitation 
only members include writer Isaac 
Asimov, actor Curtis Armstrong and 
former US Presidents Harry Truman 
and Franklin D Roosevelt.

England’s greatest detective 
Sherlock Holmes may have lived 
his fictional life in London but, 
through Conan Doyle, his roots are 
undeniably Scottish. Now he even 
has his own tartan to prove it.
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Words of love 
in a letter to 
America

Photo by VisitScotland
Edinburgh by night
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Young Americans are being 
invited to fall in love with 
Scotland as part of a new 
campaign by the national 

tourism organisation.

VisitScotland has teamed up with 
leading advertising agency McCann 
and media production company 
Fifty Films, to create ‘Come Along’, 
encouraging millennials in New 
York, Florida, Texas and California 
to discover the many unique and 
exciting experiences that only a trip 
to Scotland can offer.

Scotland has proved particularly 
popular with young Americans 
who represented 15 per cent of the 
millennial visits to the country in 
2016.

From adventure activities and 
off-the-beaten track exploring, to 
quirky accommodation and local 
food, millennials are best known for 
their love of unique and authentic 
experiences.
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As well as boasting a bespoke 
landing page to encourage visitors 
to create their own memories 
of Scotland, the ‘Come Along’ 
campaign also includes a specially-
created social media video featuring 
a young couple, Max and Alex, 
exploring the country.

As the pair venture together through 
experience after experience - from 
meeting locals in Glen Coe and 
taking selfies at the Kelpies, to 
discovering the historic closes of 
Edinburgh and enjoying the nightlife 
of Glasgow -the camera follows their 
every move, capturing each emotion. 
Meanwhile, an emotive poem, written 
and performed by one of the video’s 
stars, Max Raskin, urges viewers to 
‘Come Along’.

“It was a huge honour to be asked 

to write a poem for this fantastic 
campaign,” said Max Raskin, 
campaign star and author of the 
poem ‘Come Along’.

“I absolutely love Scotland, 

especially its people and its culture. 
We are home to some of the best 
history, architecture and scenery in 
the world. Scotland is an incredibly 
special place and I hope I’ve played 
a small part in inspiring young 

Photo by VisitScotland
Buachaille Etive Mor with Allt Nan Gubhas in the foreground
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Americans to come along and 
experience it for themselves.”

Romantic locations to fall in love with 
include:

•Glen Coe – One of the most 

beautiful and other-worldly places 
in Scotland. The deep valley and 
towering mountains of Glen Coe 
were carved out centuries ago by icy 
glaciers and volcanic explosions.

•Glenfinnan – Glenfinnan, particularly 

its famous viaduct which appeared 
in the Harry Potter films, attracts 
many thousands of visitors from 
around the world to experience the 
stunning scenery but also the special 
atmosphere.

Photo by Johannes Kalliauer
Glenfinnan

Photo by Neil Aitkenhead
Glenfinnan Viaduct
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•Glasgow - Scotland’s largest city 
is a lively, bustling place, distinctive 
and full of character, where you are 
bound to get a very warm welcome 
indeed.

•Edinburgh – As the country’s capital, 
Edinburgh is steeped in culture and 
packed with history. This colourful 
cosmopolitan is where past and 
present collide, with experiences 
to entice and delight visitors of all 
interests.

Photo by VisitScotland
Ashton Lane, Glasgow
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Photo by Yottanesia
North Queensferry
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•North Queensferry – The picturesque 
village of North Queensferry is 
located on the northern shore of the 
Firth of Forth, between the iconic 
Forth Bridge and the Forth Road 
Bridge. The pier at North Queensferry 
is home to Queensferry Light Tower, 
the smallest one in the world of its 
kind that is still in use.
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Kilchurn Castle

Photo by Dave Souza
Puck’s Glen waterfall
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•Kilchurn Castle – As one of the most 
photographed castles in Scotland, 
this stunning attraction can be found 
at the head of Loch Awe, with the 
peak of Ben Cruachan visible.

•Puck’s Glen – One of the most 
famous short walk on the Cowal 
Peninsula, this atmospheric trail is 
magical experience full of tumbling 
burns, waterfalls, shallow rock pools 
and arched wooden bridges.

•The Kelpies – the largest pair of 
equine sculptures in the world are a 
work of art and a feat of engineering, 
paying a monumental tribute to the 
horse power heritage that was vital 
to the early industries of central 
Scotland.

•Elie – This picturesque seaside 
resort in Fife is gathered around a 
curve of golden sand. Its historic 
harbour is popular with yachts and 
the surrounding bay regularly attracts 
windsurfers and bathers.

Photo by DeFacto
The Kelpies

Photo by Chris Combe
Elie beach
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Photo by Allen Watkin
Falls of Falloch
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•Falls of Falloch - Situated in the 
north part of Loch Lomond & The 
Trossachs National Park, Falls of 
Falloch is a beautiful waterfall with a 
popular beauty spot for picnic. It is a 
truly entrancing site set in a peaceful 
glen.
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The campaign comes during the 
Year of Young People 2018 and 
supports VisitScotland’s desire to 
position Scotland as an inspirational 
destination for millennials

“It’s so easy to fall in love with 
Scotland and with this campaign 
we are inviting young Americans to 
come along and do just that,” said 
Yvonne Moffat, VisitScotland North 
America Marketing Executive.

“Scotland is an exciting, 
contemporary destination; it’s filled 

with experiences that tap into your 
emotions, heighten your senses and 
touch your heart. We want to inspire 
millennials in America to make those 
deep connections to our land, our 
people and culture and begin a love 
affair with Scotland that will last a 
lifetime.”

Figures show that visitors aged 16-
35 year old are worth an average 
of £1.1bn to the Scottish economy, 
generating an average of 4.3 million 
trips every year.

Scotland’s Cabinet Secretary for 
Tourism, Fiona Hyslop, said: “From 
our world-class history and heritage, 
vibrant cities, stunning landscapes 
and warm welcome, Scotland has so 
much to offer to international visitors.

“For many years, Americans have 
fallen in love with our country 
and return again and again. This 
inspirational campaign will encourage 
a younger generation of Americans to 
do the same.”

Photo by Neil Aitkenhead
Glenfinnan Monument
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Photo by Guy Phillips
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Photo by Paul Tomkins/VisitScotland
Corrie, Isle of Arran
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Working up an appetite 
for adventure on Arran

A new 100km off-road 
challenge which aims 
to give enthusiastic 
adventurers a taste of 

running  across Scotland is to be 
launched this month.

It is often said the spectacularly 
beautiful Isle of Arran is Scotland in 
miniature. It therefore provides the 
ideal location to offer a glimpse of 
what it would be like to run across 
the whole country.
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On 14 and 15 April 2018, Rat Race 
Adventure Sports, the UK’s favourite 
adventure challenge event organiser 
is to host the The Ultra Tour of Arran 
(UTA).

This two day, fully supported and 
way-marked off-road adventure run, 
packing a 100km Ultra distance 
route and an overall vertical gain of 
10,679 feet, is a new addition to the 
company’s 2018 event programme.

The high mountains, deep glens, 
enchanting forests and stunning 
coastal scenery of the 167 square 
mile island provide a perfect model 
for the country as a whole.

From dense forests and coastal 
beaches in the south on day one 
to the iconic castles and dramatic 
mountains in the north on day two, 
The Ultra Trail of Arran aims to 
delight at every turn.

Runners will have the option to take 
on the challenge of day one only 
or the full two-day 100km Ultra 
distance. 

Day one, between four and eight 
hours of running, is characterised 
by quiet paths, forest trails, some 
boardwalk sections, some tarmac 
sections through villages and a lot of 
forest dirt roads.

Day two, between six and 12 hours 
of running, is virtually all off-road with 
some serious mountain sections, 
where there might even be snow 
on the hilltops, and the going is 
decidedly rough underfoot. There 

will be several scheduled pit stops 
interspersed on the route each day, 
for a quick rest and a refuel.

Organisers of the event claim the 
UTA is suited to a range of athletes 
from elite to amateur sporting 
enthusiasts with a high level of 
fitness. It is an achievable step up 
from a marathon into ultra-running 
territory, for both solos and pairs, 
who have prepared well and put in 
the training miles.
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As with all of their events, to ensure 
runners, their families and friends 
have the best weekend possible 
Rat Race will operate from a central 
Basecamp, for UTA located in 
Brodick, just less than a mile from 
the island’s ferry terminal. This hub 
will have all the quality trappings of 
a Rat Race event - good food and 
drink, great amenities, friendly and 
hospitable staff and Saturday night 
entertainment. A complimentary 
shuttle service from the ferry, 
together with camping, full serviced 
glamping, and limited paid parking 
options will also be available.

Jim Mee, MD of Rat Race Adventure 
Sports, said: “At Rat Race we do 
events differently which makes them 
all the more appealing.  And for 
The Ultra Tour of Arran, we love the 
notion of setting sail to a stunning 
location, ‘over the water’, where the 
myths, legends and island folklore 
fused with the rugged terrain will 
make runners feel that they are a 
million miles away, yet it is a mere 55 
minutes from the mainland.

Photo by Mark Phillips
Machrie Moor Stones

Photo by Paul Tomkins/VisitScotland
Lochranza and Loch Ranza on the Isle of Arran
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“We know everyone will love Arran, 
both Rat Racers and their clan 
support; and it’s not just for the 
excellent running we have planned. 
The island itself has a lot to offer with 

its own whisky distillery, brewery, 
craft gin, artisan cheese, aromatics, 
quality local food and drink and that 
very special west coast hospitality.

Photo by Paul Tomkins/VisitScotland
Mountain stream flowing through Glen Sannox
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“The Island’s attractions will provide 
a magnificent long weekend for the 
family and friends who sign up for the 
Rat Race experience.  We will also 
be helping supporters by pointing 

out the best safe and accessible 
spectator locations on the route.”
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An open invitation 
to relax in style
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Overlooking the 18th green 
of one of the most iconic 
courses in the world The 
Carnoustie Golf Hotel & 

Spa is a luxury retreat worthy of the 
name.

A recent major refurbishment of 
many of the rooms and public areas 
have helped maintain the hotel at the 
top of its game in attracting visitors 
from around the world.

Recently named ‘Runner Up’ in 
the category of “Best Golf Hotel” 
at the 2018 Prestige Hotel Awards, 
Carnoustie was praised for offering 
the ‘best of everything’.
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The Awards, created to showcase 
and reward outstanding service 
within the Scottish hotel industry, 
are voted for by the public with 
customer satisfaction being the sole 
determining factor in the results.

Featuring 96 en-suite bedrooms, 
including 10 suites with outstanding 
views of the course itself, the 
property has benefitted from a multi-
million pound refurbishment over the 
past three years in anticipation of 
Carnoustie playing host to the 147th 
Open Championship this July.

Golf has been played at Carnoustie 
since the early 16th century and 
over the centuries the links, at 7,421 
yards the longest of any of the Open 
venues, have earned a reputation 
as one of the world’s toughest golf 
destinations.

And there are also two other courses 
at the resort to enjoy. The Burnside 
Course includes the infamous 17th 
hole, considered one of the hardest 
par fours in golf, while The Buddon 



p55



p56



p57

Links Course is guaranteed to test 
every golfers’ accuracy and control. 

But, while golf may be a driving 
factor in the decision of many guests 
to visit there is much more to the 
hotel.

The resort’s extensive spa and health 
facilities include a large heated 
swimming pool, sauna, whirlpool, 
steam room and a fully equipped 
gymnasium.

It also has a total of 12 event rooms 
accommodating up to 700 delegates 
making this one of Scotland’s 
foremost conference or wedding 
venues.
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All this plus the gastronomic delights 
on offer in the award-winning 
Calder’s Bistro where the talented 
chefs provide a mouth-watering 
menu of amazing dishes made from 
high quality Scottish produce.

The resort’s location, situated just 
10 miles from Dundee, the ‘City of 
Discoveries’, and 60 miles from the 
vibrant granite city of Aberdeen, 
makes it an ideal base from which to 
venture further afield and explore the 
rich history and natural beauty of the 
local area.

Glamis Castle, one of the most 
beautiful in Scotland, is a short 
distance away, as is Arbroath Abbey, 
Dudhope Castle and a host of 
idyllic beaches, unspoilt glens and 
breathtaking scenery.

Commenting on Carnoustie’s 
success at the prestigious Hotel 
Awards Deputy General Manager 
Robert McPhee said: “It’s fantastic to 
receive an award decided entirely by 
the public.

“We value their feedback most of all, 
so to see so many dedicated golfers 
recommend the hotel for the Prestige 
Awards is tremendously gratifying.”

However, being voted one of the 
country’s best golf hotels is not 
the only honour to be received by 
Carnoustie this year.

It was recently named Environmental 
Golf Course of the Year 2018 at the 
Golf Environmental Awards. The 
accolade is awarded to golf clubs 
that demonstrate expert efficiency 
in nature conservation management, 
turfgrass management, waste 
management, and water 
management.

“We are thrilled to receive this 
award, it means a lot to be 
recognised for the great care we 
take to protect and enhance our 
natural habitat,” commented Craig 
Boath, Championship Course Head 
Greenkeeper.

“This award is just another example 
of what our team at Carnoustie 
can achieve through hard work, 
enthusiasm, and investing our time 
into community involvement.”

Greens Convener John Gilbert 
added: “This isn’t just something 
that’s happened overnight, it’s part 
of an environmental journey we’ve 
been on over the past 10 years and 
will continue on in the future.”
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Giant 3D map 
celebrates Polish-
Scottish bond

Photo by Kim Traynor
Mapa Scotland, Barony Castle, Scottish Borders
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The world’s biggest 3D relief 
map is to be unveiled this 
month in the Scottish borders 

after a remarkable restoration project.

The massive sculpture of Scotland 
was built in the 1970s by a team of 
volunteers under the direction of a 
former Polish soldier who settled in 
the country after World War II.

The detailed model depicting the 
whole of mainland Scotland and 
its islands measures more than 50 
metres wide by 49 metres and sits 
in an oval pool of water 1.5m deep 
representing the sea, rivers and 
lochs.

The whole concept was the dream 
of veteran soldier Jan Tomasik of the 
1st Polish Armoured Division. He had 
been  one of more than 17,000 free 

Polish troops stationed in Scotland 
during the war.

Like many Poles he stayed in the 
country following the end of the 
conflict.  After marrying a Scottish 
nurse, Catherine Kimlin, he became 
a hotelier and in 1968 bought Barony 
Castle Hotel at Eddleston near 
Peebles in the Borders. Once the 
home of the Murrays of Elibank the 
old mansion house had been the 
main Polish Forces’ staff training 
college during the war.

In 1974, determined to honour 
his adopted country,  Mr Tomasik 
recruited a team of Polish geography 
students to build his dream map 
under the guidance of Dr Kazimierz 
Trafas, a distinguished cartographer 
and a lecturer at the Jagiellonian 
University in Kraków.

When it was completed it became 
the largest relief map of a nation 
anywhere in the world but after Mr 
Tomasik sold the hotel in the late 
1970s it was eventually forgotten and 
fell into disrepair.

It wasn’t until 1996 when engineer 
Keith Burns, a guest at the hotel, 
stumbled upon the map hidden in the 
undergrowth.

Fascinated by his discovery Mr 
Burns spent the next few years 
researching the origins of the map 
and after retiring he set up the 
Mapa Scotland charity in 2010 with 
intention of restoring it.

Along with a dedicated group of 
volunteers the charity spent the 
next seven years working to recover 
the map, applying for category 
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B listed monument status from 
Historic Scotland and turning it into 
a monument to the lasting links 
between Scotland and Poland.

Now, all the hard work has paid off 
and the Borders has a new major 
visitor attraction, the completed 

restoration of which coincides with 
the 100th anniversary of Polish 
independence in 1918 after it was 

Photo by John Riddell
Aerial view of the map
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partitioned by Russia, Prussia and 
Austria in the 18th century.

The rejuvenated Great Polish Map of 
Scotland will be officially unveiled at 
a special ceremony on 12 April.

Ireneusz Truszkowski, Consul 
General of the Republic of Poland in 
Edinburgh, described the map as a 
great symbol of the commitment of 
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Polish people and Polish soldiers to 
the rich history of the Polish paths to 
independence.

“We are delighted to be able officially 
unveil the restored Great Polish 
Map of Scotland in the same year 
in which Poland is celebrating its 
100th anniversary of regaining 
independence,” he said.
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Photo by Kim Traynor.
West Coast of Scotland on the map
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Jammin’ gin
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Turning water into wine maybe a 
miracle but jam into gin is just 
good sound business sense.

At least that’s the way it has turned 
out for entrepreneur Kim Cameron. 
Her epiphany came about after she 
was faced with a dilemma of what to 
do with a mountain of left over berry 
juice from her award winning jam 
making operation.

Working out of a converted bothy 
adjacent to her home in Kirriemuir, 
Angus Kim had been doing very well 
making a variety of seasonal Bothy 
Jam to sell in her coffee shop. She 
even won the glorious title of World 
Jampionship Jampion.
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“One of the byproducts of jam is lots 
of fruit juice waste left over that can’t 
be used for anything else so I started 
adding it to gin,” said Kim.

Initially Kim bought in the raw spirit 
and added her fruit infusions but 
she soon discovered a better way of 
having more control over the entire 
process.

“The Bothy was too small to put a 
still in so I went to a local producer 
who makes vodka and struck a deal 
to sub-let his distillery for so many 
days a week to make my own gin. It 
meant I didn’t have to move into one 
of these purpose built sites which 
would have been completely not 
what the bothy is all about.”

Kim Cameron
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Throughout Scotland bothies can 
be found in rural locations. They 
can range from a basic shelter, left 
open for weary travellers to seek 
refuge from the elements, to a 
small stone built house once used 
to accommodate unmarried farm 

labourers and estate workers.

“The bothy is such an iconic part of 
the Scottish landscape and it amazes 
me that a lot of people don’t really 
know what they are for,” said Kim.

Photo by Mick Knapton
Beinn Bhan from Loch Arkaig woods
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“In the Highlands they are a shelter 
for people and in this part of the 
world it was where single men lived 
before they were married. Bothy 
songs and story telling are a huge 
part of the culture. It was what we 
did for entertainment before we had 

television and radio.

“As the pace of life gets faster people 
need to take time to disconnect and 
slow down a bit. The bothy is a link 
to a more simple way of life.
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“We are different from other gin 
producers in a lot of ways. We are 
100 per cent natural, every single 
bottle is produced by hand, and we 
are ingrained with the land. It’s not 
just a created label brand, we are in a 
bothy and all we do is about keeping 
that bothy spirit alive.”

To make a batch of gin Kim soaks 
the fruits in the spirit for as long as 
three months, hand turning each 
maceration daily to get as much out 
of the fruit as possible. Nothing is 
wasted as once it has been filtered 
leftover fruit is used in Kim’s ‘Merry 
Berry’ and ‘Raspberry and Gin’ jam.

“Gin has a strong Scottish heritage 
and actually outdates Whisky,” 
said Kim who follows the seasonal 
calendar for infusion inspiration to 
produce a range of 13 different gins.

“Our gin is 100 per cent natural. I 
follow the agricultural calendar of 
Aberdeen, Dundee, Angus and Perth 
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so anything we did with jam we now 
do with gin.”

Raspberries, strawberries, 
blueberries and sloes are picked from 
the surrounding fields while Rhubarb 
is grown in the bothy’s garden.

Pine needles are gathered from the 

remnants of ancient Caledonian 
forest at Loch Arkaig near Spean 
Bridge where Kim spent a lot of her 
childhood holidays.

“Protecting the environment is very 
important to us, that’s why we give 
£1 from the sale of every bottle of our 
original gin to the Woodland Trust,” 

said Kim.

“Bothy culture is about being a 
guardian of the land and donating 
to the Trust makes sense to help 
protect the pine forest where I gather 
my Scots Pine.”

Now entering their fourth year of 
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production Kim and her enthusiastic 
team of four colleagues manage to 
make more than 30,000 bottles of gin 
a year.

One of the most popular is Gunshot 
Gin, the only three-star gin made in 
Scotland. A mulled spirit infused with 
cinnamon, cloves and mixed spices 
favoured by the shooting fraternity. 
Other flavours are targeted towards 
golfers, equestrians and there is 
even a new one, called Speycast, 
for fishermen which is due to be 
launched at the Scone Game Fair in 
June.

Although predominantly sold 
throughout Scotland they now have 
five UK distributors and have just 
agreed a deal to start selling in 
Denmark.

“That’s very exciting for us as it’s 
happening at least two years ahead 
of plan,” said Kim. “We’ve been really 
pleased and excited by the level of 
interest in our products from the rest 
of Europe.
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“We’ve come such a long way in 
such a short time but to be able to 
remain a rural producer is something 
I’m very proud of.” 

Such is the level of interest that the 
Gin Bothy has recently opened a 
tasting room so visitors can come 
the first weekend of every month to 
discover more about their favourite 
tipple.

“The provenance and the story 
around the brand is what consumers 
want to see,” said Kim.

“There’s so many brands now that 
are just a business. We’re real 
people producing a real hand-crafted 
product that’s about a lot more than 
just gin.”
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African delicacy 
given a tartan touch
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A traditional South African 
delicacy with a Scottish twist 
is adding spice to the country’s 

traditional culinary customs.

Braw Biltong is made from top 
quality grass-fed Scottish beef 
marinaded in a delicate mix of 
vinegars and spices before being air 
dried for up to six days in a kitchen 
in Crieff.

However, without the same heat from 
the African sun a small concession 
has to be made to the drying process 
which, in Scotland, takes place in 
specially created climate controlled 
cabinets.

The result is a tasty, nutritious 
delicacy which is attracting attention 
from health conscious athletes, 
home cooking enthusiasts and 
restaurateurs alike.
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The brainchild of Scotsman Chris 
McConville and his South African 
business partner Lloyd Jankielsohn 
the business launched in January is 
already selling to customers across 
the UK and mainland Europe.

We started making biltong for 
ourselves at home as a snack 
because we couldn’t find anything 
“close to the real thing in Scotland,” 
said Chris, whose wife is South 
African.

“Most of the mass produced stuff in 
the shops is more like beef jerky than 
biltong and there is a huge difference 
in taste as far as we were concerned. 
A lot of stuff uses lower quality cuts 
of meat which is tougher and needs 
more sugar and marinades to break 
down the proteins. That makes it 
more heavily flavoured, more chewy 
and less healthy than it could be.”

Biltong was originally made in South 
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Africa as a way of preserving meat in 
the heat. They used to cure the meat, 
marinating it in spice and vinegar, 
before hanging out to air dry in the 
hot climate of South Africa.

“We use grass-fed Scottish beef 
supplied by the Buffalo farm in Fife, 
although we’re looking to expand 
into the production of Water Buffalo 
and venison biltong soon,” said 
Chris.

“We cure the beef in our own 
marinade of red and brown wine 
vinegars with a selection of added 
salt, pepper and spices for up to 24 
hours then it’s hung in the drying 
cabinet for up to six days.

“Traditionally it has been seen as 
a bit of a fitness food, as it’s very 
high in protein but low in sugar and 
carbohydrates, but we are trying to 
widen the market. We are looking at 
promoting the fact that biltong is not 
just a snack. In South Africa it is used 
as an ingredient in other dishes as 
much as it is a snack on its own. It’s 
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used in salads, as a pizza topping, in 
soups or even in a carbonara instead 
of ham.”

For every 100g of biltong there’s 
about 220g of raw beef that goes 
into it. Chris admits it’s never going 
to be as cheap as a packet of crisps 
but it is much healthier.

“We want to get people in the UK 
a bit more aware of biltong, what 
it should really be like and start 
encouraging its use as both a tasty, 
healthy snack and as an ingredient in 
other dishes,” added Chris.
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Tales of 
the Gaels

Photo by Paul Tomkins / VisitScotland
Culloden battlefield
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A little known tale of an 
Edinburgh merchant who 
gave his life to save Bonnie 
Prince Charlie is revealed 

in the first of a new regular feature 
produced exclusively for Scotland 
Correspondent.

Latter day Seanchaidh, Pàl Ó 
Siadhail takes listeners on a journey 
back in time to the ‘land of lofty pine 
trees and cascading waterfalls where 
charms and curious incantations 
were once customary among her 
clans.’

Told in the style of the traditional 
bards, who used to travel across the 
country telling stories by the fireside, 
Pàl’s podcasts evoke the language, 
spirit and emotion of an era long 
since past as he recounts the 
secrets, myths and legends of the 
ancient people of the Highlands.

The first episode, almost 20 minutes 
long, tells of a story, passed down 
through the generations by word of 
mouth in the oral traditions of the 
Gaels, about the dark days following 
the bloody battle of Culloden.
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Through his love and passion for 
the Gaelic language Pàl explains 
how the site of the last battle fought 
on Scottish soil got its name and 
how the long awaited arrival of 
Bonnie Prince Charlie turned from 
celebration and hope to tragedy.

Out of the legions of folk tales that 
surround the Jacobite uprising 
of 1745 one name that has ben 
largely forgotten by all but the Gaels 
themselves is that of Roderick 
MacKenzie.

Famed for his striking resemblance 
to the Prince he fought bravely by 
the side of his clan at Culloden but 
ended up paying the ultimate price.

How he died and the circumstances 
surrounding his romantically heroic 
final moments are still celebrated in 
the Highlands today where a small 
cairn and cross mark his last resting 
place in Glen Moriston.

Come, pour yourself a dram, gather 
around the fire and listen to the Tales 
of the Gaels.Pàl Ó Siadhail 
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The Battle of Culloden

Photo by Ronnie Leask
Roderick Mackenzie’s grave
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Enduring mystery 
of Rovers’ Leap

Photo by Dave Souza
Overtoun House, Dunbartonshire
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Situated among the once 
landscaped grounds 
of Overtoun House in 
Dumbarton, near Glasgow a 

deadly mystery resides.

A bridge spanning a 50ft drop 
has been dubbed “Rover’s leap” 
by locals after numerous animals 

plunged to their doom over the years 
for no apparent reason.

Many of the tragic stories are 
uncannily similar. Dogs crossing the 
bridge, off the leash, suddenly get 
excited, run off and jump over the 
parapet to their deaths.

Experts have suggested the cause 
of the mystery may be an optical 
illusion, a high-pitched sound or 
even a smell which only the dogs can 
detect that encourages them to give 
chase.

Successive paranormal investigators 
who have visited the site over 
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the years claim to have detected 
the spectre of a woman dressed 
in Victorian costume as well as a 
phantom minister and children.

Whatever the cause the number 
of apparent canine “suicides” over 
the years has given cause for alarm 
among dog owners and animal 
behaviourists. There is even a sign at 
the end of the historic bridge warning 
owners to keep their animals on 
leash in case they get the sudden 
urge to jump.

Overtoun House is a grand country 
mansion built in 1863 with ornate 
religious symbolism and the 
words “Fear God and keep His 
commandments” carved into its 
walls.

It all started more than a decade 

ago following a rash of unexplained 
incidents in which family pets were 
seen to leap inexplicably to their 
deaths from the parapet of the 
bridge.

“Dogs do not commit suicide,” said 
a spokeswoman for the Scottish 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals.

“They have a strong fight or flight 
response. The incidents at the 
bridge were of very great concern 
to us when we first became aware 
of what was going on and we 
wanted to understand why they were 
happening.

“Dogs naturally have a very good 
ability to judge distances ... so it is 
possible there is something which is 
causing an optical illusion or enticing 

the dogs to jump. From photographs 
of the bridge it would appear the tree 
canopy rises above the bridge and it 
may cause some sort of confusion to 
the animal, which thinks it is jumping 
to something solid.”

“It is very weird for all these dogs 
to have done the same thing at the 
same spot. There needs to be an 
urgent investigation of the bridge and 
what has happened. There must be 
a rational explanation,” said Joyce 
Stewart, an animal behaviourist, who 
had never heard of a canine suicide 
but admitted the pattern of deaths 
was “abnormal”.

Overtoun House, the former home 
of Victorian chemical magnate Lord 
Overtoun,  is often described as a 
place where angels and gargoyles 
keep company.

Photo by Rosser 1954
Overtoun House and bridge
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Photo by Rosser 1954
Overtoun Bridge and its ornate carvings

Photo by Lairich Rig
View across Overtoun Bridge
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The house was was inherited by the 
religiously devout Lord Overtoun  
in 1891 and expanded with the 
purchase of the neighbouring 
Garshake estate a year later. In order 
to allow carriages access to the 
house the ornate bridge was built 
in 1895 consisting of three arches 
to span a 50ft deep valley through 
which flows the Overtoun Burn.

Despite his religious zeal Lord 

Overtoun, who died in the house 
in 1908, has been described as a 
hypocrite because conditions for 
workers in the chemical plant that 
made his fortune were said to be 
scandalous.

Since the 1930s Overtoun House 
has gone through a variety of 
transformations, including being 
used as a military hospital in World 
war II, a maternity home and a 

religious retreat.

It wasn’t until the 1950s that strange 
things started to happen with dogs 
crossing the bridge to the house. 
Over the years hundreds have leapt 
from the parapet on clear, sunny 
days and many have died. Apart from 
the weather the only other common 
factor is that almost all of the dogs 
have been long-nosed breeds, such 
as retrievers, and they all jumped 

Photo by Rosser 1954
Overtoun House gardens
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from between the same two parapets 
on the bridge.

Despite the numerous suggestions 
as to the cause a succession of 
investigations have so far failed to 
find definitive evidence to support 
any of the theories.

Add to the mystery claims that Lord 
Overtoun’s grieving widow, who 
died  in 1931 some 23 years after her 

husband, has been seen haunting 
the bridge she used to walk on 
and the story takes even more of a 
paranormal direction.

Whatever the reason it’s not just 
dogs at risk. A number of people 
have reported feeling uneasy as they 
pass the same spot on the bridge.

In October 1994, a man threw his 
two-week-old son to his death from 

the bridge because he believed the 
boy was the Devil incarnate and then 
attempted, but failed, to kill himself.

To this day the mystery remains 
unsolved and for some local people 
the house is best avoided, especially 
while walking a dog.
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Royal secrets 
revealed

Photos by Historic Royal Palaces
New course offers insight into the history of royal fashion



p107

Some of the best kept secrets of 
Britain’s historic monarchs are 
to be laid bare in a new project 

exploring the royal wardrobe.

A new free online course called A 
History of Royal Fashion allows 
people to go behind the scenes of 
the royal dressing rooms.

Designed and delivered by the 
University of Glasgow and Historic 
Royal Palaces it will lay bare the 
style secrets of the power dressing 
Tudors, fashion-conscious Stuarts 
and the complicated dress etiquette 
of the Victorians.
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Dr Sally Tuckett, Lecturer in Dress 
and Textile Histories, University of 
Glasgow said: “Working with the 
team at Historic Royal Palaces has 
been a great opportunity to see how 
history, fashion, and space all come 
together.

“Seeing surviving historic garments, 
often in the palaces in which they 
were originally worn, offers a unique 
insight into the history of royal 
fashion and we are really excited 
to show everyone the stories 
and discussions that the Royal 
Ceremonial Dress Collection can lead 
to.

“We’ve had a great response from 
people around the world with 
thousands of people already enrolled 
and we can’t wait to get started on 
the 7th May.”

Just like the clothes worn by 
ordinary people royal fashions over 
the centuries could be practical 
or functional, yet they also had 
a vital part to play in pageantry, 
iconography and even diplomacy.

Dr Sally Tuckett at Hampton Court Palace
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Anyone who has ever worn a jumper 
they got for Christmas when the 
person who gave it to you visits 
will realise the political sensitivities 
of fashion and may have more in 
common with royalty than they 
realise.

Taking place over five weeks, this 
online course will delve into the 
fashion hits and misses of some of 
history’s most well-known British 
royals. The course will also explore 
some of the greatest palaces 
ever built -  the Tower of London, 

Hampton Court Palace, Kensington 
Palace and the Banqueting House on 
London’s Whitehall.

By studying the clothes worn in these 
palaces, including items from the 
stunning Royal Ceremonial Dress 

Dr Sally Tuckett of the University of Glasgow in the main hall in the Banqueting House with live costumed
interpreters Emma and Victoria



p111

Collection at Kensington Palace 
and the Tudor-era Bristowe hat – 
thought to have been worn by Henry 
VIII - at Hampton Court Palace, the 
experts believe it is possible to learn 
a lot, not just about the monarchs 
themselves but also about their 

subjects and the times in which they 
lived.

The Royal Ceremonial Dress 
Collection tells the story of British 
monarchy through 10,000 items of 
historic dress. It falls into three parts: 

clothes worn by members of the 
royal family from the 17th century 
to today, uniforms worn by people 
performing official roles in British 
court ritual, and fashionable dress 
worn by the people who attended 
court functions at the royal palaces 
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from around 1700 to 1958.

The collection also includes the 
UK’s most extensive grouping 
of men’s court uniform, the best 
British collection of court mantuas, 
enormous dresses which were the 
‘uniform’ of the Georgian court, and 
the intimate and sometimes very 
touching items worn by some of 
Britain’s most charismatic royals: 
George III, George IV, Queen Victoria, 
Princess Margaret, Queen Elizabeth II 
and Diana, Princess of Wales.

Drawing on some of the collection 
the new course includes a range of 
activities and materials which will 
bring to life the princely costumes 
of the past, encouraging learners 
to consider their links with clothing 
choices of today.

Dr Megan Gooch from Historic 
Royal Palaces, an independent 
charity that looks after the Tower 
of London, Hampton Court Palace, 
the Banqueting House, Kensington 
Palace, Kew Palace and Hillsborough 
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Dr Sally Tuckett in front of Tudor chimneys and a Stuart colonnade 
in Clock Court at Hampton Court Palace



p115

Castle, welcomed the involvement of 
Glasgow University.

“We are delighted to have joined 
forces with the University of Glasgow 
to explore the stories of royal fashion 
in this online course. We’ve worked 
together to share our expertise, 
collections and palace spaces to 
bring this fascinating subject to life,” 
she said.

The course ‘A History of Royal 
Fashion’ is free to anyone and is 
open for enrolment ahead of its start 
date on 7 May 2018.

https://www.futurelearn.com/
courses/royal-fashion?utm_
campaign=fl_may_2018&utm_
medium=futurelearn_organic_
pressrelease&utm_source=fl_pr_
outreach
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Scotland
31 March - 15 April
Edinburgh International Science Festival
Edinburgh
Founded in 1989 the two-week long Edinburgh 
International Science Festival aims to inspire people of 
all ages and backgrounds to discover the world around 
them. 
https://www.sciencefestival.co.uk

1 April
Easter Weekend at Scone Palace
Perth
A weekend of fun and games for all the family at Scone 
Palace.
https://scone-palace.co.uk

1 April
Traquair’s Eastereggstravaganza
Innerleithen
Fun for all the family at the biggest event of its kind in the 
Borders at Scotland’s Oldest Inhabited House - visited by 
27 Scottish Kings and Queens Traquair over the last 900 
years.
http://www.traquair.co.uk

1 April
Opera International presents an Ellen Kent 
Production: Madama Butterfly- Dundee
City Square, Dundee
One of the world’s most popular operas, Puccini’s 
Madama Butterfly tells the heart-breaking story of the 
beautiful young Japanese girl who falls in love with an 
American naval lieutenant – with dramatic results.
http://www.ellenkent.com

5 - 8 April
Forres Foot-Tapper: The ‘Real’ Ale Festival
Forres, Moray
Up to 80 real ales from 18 craft brewers in Scotland, five 
top northern bands playing all night long and street food 
with a Cajun-Scottish twist - what’s not to like.
http://foottapper.co.uk

8 - 13 April
Walkislay
Isle of Islay
An annual walking event taking place across Islay, Jura 
and Colonsay. Walks vary from easy to challenging and 
take in the beautiful island scenery, from beaches and 
lochs to mountains and moors. Wildlife abounds in all 
corners with a chance to see eagles, otters, deer, goats 
and chough.
http://www.walkislay.co.uk

8 - 14 April
St Andrews Golf Week
St Andrews, Fife
A twice annual event for amateur golfers held in St 
Andrews “The Home of Golf” which attract golfers from 
all over the world.
https://www.standrewsgolfweek.com

14 April
Melrose Sevens
Melrose
Plenty of action off and on the pitch as 24 teams from 
around the globe compete to win one of the oldest, most 
athletic, exciting and demanding of rugby competitions in 
the world.
https://www.melrose7s.com

14 April
Aonach Mor Uphill Race
Fort William
The Aonach Mor Uphill Race uses the Nevis Range 
Downhill Red Mountain Bike Route for an Uphill Running 
Race. Great for all abilities and also for beginners to hill 
running.
http://www.offbeatbikes.co.uk

20 - 23 April
Mull Music Festival
Tobermory, Mull
Weekend full of Free Music featuring traditional Scottish, 
Gaelic and much more.
https://www.facebook.com/MullMusicFestival/

21 - 22 April
Run Balmoral
Balmoral
RunBalmoral has been in existence for 21 years and is 
unique in being a family event with races for all ages and 
abilities packed in over one incredible weekend on the 
magnificent Balmoral Estate in Royal Deeside.
https://runbalmoral.com/content/

26 April - 6 May
Tradfest Edinburgh - Dun Eideann
Edinburgh
Experience Scotland Live, through a seasonal feast of 
music, storytelling, dance, craft, film and folk drama.
http://www.tracscotland.org/festivals/tradfest

28 April 2018
Pedal On Parliament
Edinburgh
Meet at The Meadows on Saturday 28th April at 12:00 
to cycle, scoot and march on closed roads down to the 
Scottish Parliament to ask Scotland’s politicians to make 
Scotland a cycle friendly country for people of all ages 

Date 4 ur diary If you have a future event you would like 
included in our diary please email details to 

news@scotlandcorrespondent.com
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and abilities.
https://pedalonparliament.org

29 April
Etape Loch Ness
Inverness
A chance to cycle 66 miles (106 km) on traffic free roads 
around Loch Ness.
https://www.etapelochness.com

30 April
Beltane Fire Festival
Edinburgh
A living, dynamic reinterpretation and modernisation of 
an ancient Iron Age Celtic ritual and the largest of its kind 
anywhere.
https://beltane.org

Australia
7 April
Australian Pipe Band Championships
Toowong, QLD Australia
More than 30 bands made up of over 1,200 drummers 
and pipers along with Highland Dancing Competitions, 
Medieval Games and a celebration of all things Scottish.
https://australianpipebandchamps.com

7 April
Bundanoon Highland Gathering
Bundanoon, NSW Australia
The Bundanoon Highland Gathering is the premier 
Scottish Gathering in Australia. After the mists have risen 
at dawn, the town of Bundanoon becomes Brigadoon 
for a day (even the name on the station changes to 
Brigadoon!) The main street is closed and there is a 
bustle of activity as people prepare for the big parade.
www.brigadoon.org.au

20 - 22 April
2018 Australian Clan Cameron Gathering
Gold Coast, QLD Australia
A fusion of Scottish and Australian flavoured 
presentations, displays, and activities to motivate 
young Camerons to become actively involved as proud 
ambassadors and future guardians of the Clan; to 
strengthen and expand the unity of Camerons and to 
encourage the growth of Clan Cameron interaction within 
Australia and with the rest of the world.
http://www.clan-cameron.org.au

USA
6 April
Scottish National Tartan Day Celebration
Bethlehem, PA
Celtic Cultural Alliance will be celebrating National Tartan 
Day, which recognises the contributions of Scottish 
Americans to our culture and our way of life and marks 

the Declaration of Scottish Independence.
This free event will have several fun activities for people 
of all ages, including bagpipes and Highland Dancing. We 
are excited to share the contributions that the Scottish-
Americans have made to our country through inventions, 
music, and heroism during wartime through games and 
crafts. 
www.celticfest.org/national_tartan_day

6 April
St. Andrew’s Society of Central Florida 
Winter Springs, FL
Celebrate all things Scottish on the 20th anniversary of 
National Tartan Day with friends that share interest in 
and love for the history and traditions of Scotland and its 
heritage.
www.standrewscfl.com

7 April
New York Tartan Day Parade
New York, NY
Come and join us on Sixth Avenue marching with pride 
for Tartan Day, for a love of Scotland and all things 
Scottish, and to celebrate the unique friendship of 
Scotland and the USA. 
www.nyctartanweek.org

7 April
52nd Dunedin Highland Games
Dunedin, FL
Fun for all the family celebrating the bonds of history and 
heritage between Scotland and the USA.
www.dunedinhighlandgames.com

7 - 8 April
San Antonio Highland Games
Helotes, TX
The San Antonio Highland Games Association was 
founded to educate the people of San Antonio and Texas 
about Scottish culture. Each year, the festival hosts over 
30 Clans which provide an opportunity for patrons to find 
out if their family name is Scottish, learn a bit about their 
Clan. The Highland Games features both male and female 
athletes from all over the world competing in feats of 
strength such as the caber toss, sheaf toss, weight over 
bar, weight for distance, hammer throw, and stone put.
www.sahga.org

7 April
6th Annual Piping on The Green, a Celtic Musical and 
Craft Faire
Tullahoma, TN
A fun-filled family experience that will educate, entertain, 
and provide them with life-long memories.
www.facebook.com/PipingOnTheGreen

13 - 15 April
39th Arkansas Scottish Festival
Batesville, AR
Established in 1981 on the Arkansas College campus 
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as a way to pay homage to the Scottish heritage of the 
College’s Presbyterian founders the festival has gone 
from being an obscure fair in the foothills of the Ozarks 
to one of the best-known Scottish festivals in the South. 
Pipe bands, solo pipers, drummers, dancers, athletes, 
Celtic performers, clan representatives, and vendors 
come from all corners of the country to attend and 
participate in the event.
www.lyon.edu/arkansas-scottish-festival

14 - 15 April
14th Annual Las Vegas Highland Games
Las Vegas, NV
Dedicated to promoting Celtic heritage in Southern 
Nevada the annual Las Vegas Highland Games is a 
massive festival featuring Celtic music, food, vendors, 
and athletics.
www.lasvegascelticsociety.org

20 - 21 April
Robert Burns Association of North America AGM & 
Conference
Philadelphia PA
A celebration dedicated to the preservation and 
appreciation of the life, works and philosophy of 
Scotland’s National Bard – Robert Burns, and to promote 
Scottish culture and heritage in North America.
www.rbana.org

21 - 22 April
Ormond Beach Celtic Festival
Ormond Beach, FL
This eight-year old festival occupies two downtown parks 
along the Halifax River and fills them with 5 music stages, 
a Highland Games, clans and Celtic societies from 
throughout the region and a host of other activities. 
www.ormondbeachcelticfestival.com

28 - 29 April
Woodland Celtic Games & Festival
Woodland, CA
The Caber Toss, Highland Dancing, Piping and 
Drumming, Historic Groups, Entertainers and Vendors 
are just some of the attractions at this fun, family friendly 
event.
www.woodlandcelticgames.org

28 April
40th Southern Maryland Celtic Festival
St. Leonard, MD
Come and help mark the 40th year for the oldest Celtic 
celebration in Maryland. More than 50 clans and societies 
have information to share. Three performing stages offer 
continuous music and dance featuring internationally 
known recording artists and groups. Watch craft and 
country-dance demonstrations and listen to harp, and 
Scottish fiddling while storytellers weave tales alongside 
historical displays, crafts and food. There is a Celtic 
market place for foods and gifts that provide an old world 
atmosphere. All-day competitions include pipers, fiddlers, 

highland dancers, athletes, drummers, pipe bands and 
Celtic Harpers.
www.cssm.org/events/festival
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